
FRIENDS OF BELMONT SHORE
April 5, 2018 meeting, St. Bartholomew’s Fellowship Hall, 6:30 pm

Welcome - President Dick Gaylord

Introduction of the Board

Introduction of Business Owners in attendance
• Ray Lasher, Lasher’s Kitchen
• Carol Murray, Your Vacation Home
• Alexis Rabben, Quinn’s Pub
• Jeff Cozart, Belmont Athletic Club
• Marsha Jeffers, Shore Business Center
* Triaian Zaionciuc, Motorcycle Rental: 2 Wheels Deluxe

Nina Moussavi, Suzie Price’s Office
• Oversized RV parking ordinance is authorized in LB
• Community Hospital study session asked city to come back with update. Opened the 

information process with options on how to keep the hospital open.
• Short term rentals consultant hired, will be meeting with neighbors and city council members at 

three large scale city wide meetings, first week of May to leave input. Smaller round tables with neighbors 
and stake holders for input and recommendations.  Current rules prohibit Air BnB’s. 

Applications for Board of Directors available due April 30 for upcoming June 7 annual meeting and 
election

Rent Control: Pros and Cons
Introduction of Program Speakers: Howard Homan, Board Member and Mike Murchison of Murchison 
Consulting
YES on Rent Control — Henk Conn, Candidate for Mayor of Long Beach

• In 2006, of 105,000 rentals, average rent was 1,500/mo; in 2017, rents went up 30%, but 
salaries not going up at same rate. $600 million more collected in 3 years.

• Rent control means collective bargaining. Reasonable rent should be 30% of income. Collect 
reasonable profit, to help build economy. 

• 60% of LB population = renters
• Reasonable to put rent control forward before we get new gentrification wave. Rents go up and 

up and no one can afford them. Tideland profits go up as well as property values, but …. have open mind 
about its negative impacts.  We should be building for housing shortage, not to collect higher rents.

NO on Rent Control — Fred Sutton, Vice President Public Affairs, California Apartment Association
Housing crisis is real. 1.8 million rental units needed in CA to house everyone.  When need is that great, 
housing prices will go up, but rent control destructive.  Detrimental effects: 1) Inhibits new construction: 
properties inhibited by rent control don’t sell. 2) Inhibits maintenance: affects the jobs of carpenters, 
plumbers, pool cleaners, etc. 3) Reduces property tax revenue affecting governing bodies financial 
flexibility 4) substantial legislative costs and paperwork, requiring more city staff and their salaries. 5) 
directs capital elsewhere. 6) reduces consumer flexibility. Rent control has nothing to do with ability to pay 
rent and will not create a single new unit to work on the 1.8 million goal.  It’s been proven for decades that 
RC doesn’t solve housing crisis.

Various questions from the members in attendance were answered by Henk and Fred. 

Mike Murchison encouraged members to go on city’s website, read last 2 pages of the 55 page proposed 
ordinance (written by the 5 member renters board) that states the city of LB has to incur the cost. 
Requires 27,000 registered voters to go to ballot by June 1 for November ballot.  



Comments from the Members

Next meeting: May 3rd, 6:30 — will introduce candidates for June election

Minutes submitted by BJ Newell, Secretary


